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BIDEN From the front page Kona woman dies in crash, 19-year-old 
arrested on suspicion of negligent homicide

A 63-year-old Kailua-
Kona woman died Thursday 
night after a two-car col-
lision that occurred at the 
intersection of Mamalahoa 
Highway (Highway 190) and 
Akina Place in North Kona.

The decedent has been 
positively identified as 
Rhonda Dee Freedman.

Officers responding to a 
9:18 p.m. call determined that 
a white 2019 Nissan Rogue 
driven by a 19-year-old Kailua-
Kona man was heading south 
on Mamalahoa Highway when 
it crossed over the double 
solid yellow lines and struck 
head-on a white 2018 Nissan 

Versa driven by Freedman.
Freedman was taken to 

Kona Community Hospital, 
where she was pronounced 
dead at 10:51 p.m.

The 19-year-old man driv-
ing the Nissan Rogue and his 
17-year-old female passenger 
were not injured in the collision.

According to a police log, 
the Rogue’s driver, Trevor 
Shoemaker-Hassey, was arrest-
ed on suspicion of first-degree 
negligent homicide, DUI under 
21, reckless driving, reckless 
endangering, fourth-degree 
sex assault, second-degree 
endangering the welfare 
of a minor and promoting 
dangerous compounds.

Police said Friday that 
Shoemaker-Hassey, who 

hadn’t been charged with 
any of the alleged offenses, 
remained in custody at the 
Kealakehe Police Station while 
the investigation continues.

An autopsy on Freedman’s 
body has been ordered to deter-
mine the exact cause of death.

Anyone who may have 
witnessed the collision is 
asked to contact Officer Len 
Hamakado at (808) 326-4646, 
ext. 229 or len.hamakado@
hawaiicounty.gov. Tipsters 
who prefer to remain anony-
mous may call Crime Stoppers 
at (808) 961-8300 in Hilo.

Freedman’s death is the 22nd 
official traffic fatality compared 
to 12 at this time last year.

Email John Burnett at jbur-
nett@hawaiitribune-herald.com.

By JOHN BURNETT
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

AFFORDABLE From the front page

over the plan until the cusp of November’s elections.
The president’s remarks underscored a growing 

sentiment among Democrats that after months of bar-
gaining with Manchin that only made the president’s 
top-tier domestic priority ever smaller, it was time 
to declare victory. Reducing pharmaceutical costs, 
helping consumers purchase health coverage and 
trimming federal red ink are Democratic priorities 
and passage would let them flash achievements before 
voters that Republicans are on track to solidly oppose.

“Families all over the nation will sleep easier 
if Congress takes this action. The Senate should 
move forward, pass it before the August recess, 
and get it to my desk so I can sign it,” Biden said 
in a statement released by the White House.

He thanked Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., who has spent months negotiating 
with Manchin, for “his dogged and determined effort to 
produce the strongest possible bill” and “even offering 
significant compromises to try to reach an agreement.”

That seemed like an unspoken dig at Manchin, 
whom Biden’s statement did not mention and who in 
December sunk a much broader, $2 trillion, 10-year 
version of the package. Though its final scope 
remained unclear, a slimmed-down measure con-
toured to Manchin’s latest demands could generate 
around $288 billion in savings over 10 years by letting 
Medicare negotiate prices for the pharmaceuticals 
it buys, requiring rebates from drug makers if price 
increases exceed inflation and other cost reductions. It 
would spend just a fraction of that on health insurance 
subsidies that expire in January, with the rest going 
to deficit reduction, according to early estimates.

In a sign of movement, Democrats planned 
to begin vetting the prescription drug language 
next week with the Senate parliamentarian, said a 
Democratic aide, to make sure there are no provi-
sions that violate the chamber’s rules and must be 
dropped. The aide was not authorized to discuss the 
plans publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity.

Manchin, whose vote is necessary for Democrats 
to succeed in the 50-50 Senate, had also said Friday 
that if party leaders want to pursue a broader measure 
aimed at global warming and raising taxes on the 
wealthy and corporations, they should wait until later 
this summer. He argued that would allow time to see 
what happens to inflation and interest rates this month.

“Let’s wait until that comes out so we know we’re 
going down the path that won’t be inflammatory to add 
more to inflation,” Manchin said on “Talkline,” a West 
Virginia talk radio show hosted by Hoppy Kercheval.

After months of citing inflation fears among his 
reasons for seeking to trim Biden’s overall pack-
age, Manchin raised sharpened concerns this week 
after the government said annual inflation hit 9.1% 
in June, the heftiest increase in 41 years. Polls 
show inflation is voters’ top concern as November 
elections approach in which Republicans could 
well win control of the House and Senate.

In his statement, Biden said action on cli-
mate and clean energy “remains more urgent 
than ever” but acknowledged a willingness 
to accept delays in congressional action.

“If the Senate will not move to tackle the 
climate crisis and strengthen our domestic 
clean energy industry, I will take strong exec-
utive action to meet this moment,” he said.

Biden’s options for executive action or 
Environmental Protection Agency regula-
tions could include rejecting permits for oil 
and gas drilling on federal lands and waters, 
tightening pollution allowed from coal-fired 
plants and restricting natural gas pipelines.

Biden’s comments marked the latest retreat he and 
congressional Democratic leaders have made since 
initially pushing wider-ranging goals early last year 
that would have cost $3.5 trillion or more. Those pri-
orities would have also provided free pre-kindergar-
ten, low-cost child care, paid family leave and more. 
They ultimately fell victim to Democrats’ slender 
majorities in Congress and changes in the political 
and economic climate that have seen voters’ con-
cerns over the inflation and the economy intensify.

Any plan that emerges faces certain unanimous 
opposition from Republicans, who argue its boosts in 
spending and taxes would further inflame inflation.

Manchin had told Schumer on Thursday that 
he could not support a bill now that would include 
other party goals like battling climate change and 
raising taxes on the wealthy and large corporations, 
according to a Democrat briefed on those talks.

The two lawmakers have been negotiat-
ing over a package that had been expected to 
reach around $1 trillion over 10 years, with 
about half used to reduce federal deficits.

Manchin said he considered his talks with Schumer 
“still going.” Yet his latest stance provoked a mixture 
of anger and pragmatism from fellow Democrats.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., told 
reporters she was unsure what remained in her 
party’s proposal but added, “I would be very, 
of course, disappointed if the whole saving the 
planet is out of the bill.” A spokesperson for 
Schumer did not return requests for comment.

Rep. Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash., who leads 
the Congressional Progressive Caucus, said she 
was skeptical about Manchin’s acceptance of a 
health care-focused package. “Look, the guy has 
changed his mind” before, Jayapal told report-
ers. “So let’s see. I have no confidence.”

“If there was a guarantee that we could get the 
bigger deal in September, I’m open to that,” said 
Rep. Richard Neal, D-Mass., who chairs the tax-writ-
ing Ways and Means Committee. “But to go to 
the altar, at some point we need to say, ‘I do.’”

Delaying action until after the August break 
would leave Democrats facing a dangerously tick-
ing clock. Special budget powers expire Oct. 1 
that would let them push the legislation through 
the 50-50 Senate over solid GOP opposition, with 
Vice President Kamala Harris’ tie-breaking vote.

shortage and rapidly rising 
rents, the working-class district 
could serve as a harbinger as 
schools across the U.S. seek to 
attract and retain educators.

“This is absolutely a solution 
for other districts. As we’ve 
gone through the process, we’ve 
learned of so many other dis-
tricts interested in doing what 
we’ve done,” said Andrew Lie, 
a school board trustee. “For us 
to be at the front end of this new 
wave of teacher and staff hous-
ing is actually pretty exciting.”

“It’s like a great gift 
coming from the district,” 
said math teacher Eleonor 
Obedoza of her family’s new 
three-bedroom apartment.

In West Virginia, the 
American Federation of 
Teachers recently helped open 
a building with apartments for 
teachers and retail shops that 
officials hope will revitalize 
the rural town of Welch.

Teachers were traveling 
“hours and hours to get to 
school and back,” said Randi 
Weingarten, AFT union presi-
dent. “So this became an idea 
to spark economic develop-
ment and to create housing.”

Jeff Vincent, co-founder and 
director of the Center for Cities 
& Schools at the University of 
California, Berkeley, said such 
housing complexes are rare, but 
he expects more school districts 
to explore the concept given 
the benefits of teachers living 
in the communities where they 
work, so they can get to know 
students and families better.

But such projects face 
obstacles, including pushback 
from residents. Vincent urg-
es districts to be cautious.

“One of the biggest bar-
riers is the need for people 
to think outside the box,” he 
said. “There are skeptics of 
whether schools should be 
doing this with their land.”

Roughly a quarter of the 500 
employees at Jefferson Union 
were resigning or retiring every 
year and the district, where 
teacher salaries for the 2022-23 
year start at $60,000, could not 
compete with wealthier schools 
that pay new teachers $76,000 
or more. So in 2017-2018, 

officials came up with a plan to 
address recruitment and reten-
tion, including a $75 million 
housing complex for teachers 
and staff financed in part by 
a $30 million bond measure 
approved by voters in 2018.

The district also has a more 
ambitious plan to lease school 
property for a 1,200-unit devel-
opment that would mix retail 
with market-rate housing and 
generate revenue to beef up 
teacher salaries. But the Sierra 
Club’s local chapter and others 
have expressed objections. They 
want more units at below-mar-
ket rents and taller buildings 
to preserve more open space, 
including a decades-old gar-
den scheduled for razing.

So far, the district is 
opposed to those chang-
es, inflaming critics.

“It’s terrible the schools 
have to come up with schemes 
to build housing to pay teach-
ers,” said Gladwyn d’Souza, 
a Sierra Club member who 
supports workforce hous-
ing but says there should be 
more homes for everyone.

Tenants at the school district 
complex can stay up to five 
years, hopefully using the time 
to save up for a down payment 
on a house. But those too are 
becoming more difficult to buy. 
A 2016 study by Redfin found 
that only 20% of homes for sale 
across major U.S. metro areas 
were affordable on an average 
teacher’s salary of $62,800, 
down from 34% in 2012.

Boston high school English 
teacher Shirley Jones-Luke, 
who bought her house nearly 
two decades ago, said there’s no 
way she’d be able to afford one 
today in the rapidly gentrifying 
neighborhood of Dorchester 
where she’s taught for years.

“It’s important to students 
to know that their teachers live 
in the same communities as 
them, shop at the same stores,” 
said Jones-Luke, who is Black. 
“They realize the teachers 
aren’t out of touch because we 
live in the same ‘hood. I know 
what’s going on in the ‘hood 
just as much as they do.”

In California, the 2016 study 
found only 17% of homes 

were affordable on the average 
state teacher salary of rough-
ly $74,000, down from 30% 
in 2012. The average teacher 
could afford 0.2% of homes 
in San Francisco and none 
in Silicon Valley, where the 
median sales price of a home 
was $1.5 million in June.

California lawmakers in 
2016 made it easier for districts 
to build workforce housing 
on school property, but some 
efforts have stalled over financ-
ing and residential pushback. 
Five workforce housing com-
plexes currently exist in Los 
Angeles, Santa Clara and San 
Mateo county school districts.

After two decades of trying, 
San Francisco Unified plans to 
break ground this summer on a 
135-unit complex for educators. 
It could be ready to lease in 2024 
— two years behind schedule.

“It was a fight to get it, 
and it isn’t built yet,” said 
Cassondra Curiel, president 
of United Educators of San 
Francisco. “It’ll alleviate pres-
sure, and it’ll be great for those 
folks who get in there. The 
bottom line and the objective 
truth is, it’s not enough.”

Jefferson Union was the rare 
success story, building the new 
complex on a former parking 
lot of an old high school cur-
rently used for district offices.

The apartments range in 
monthly rent from $1,356 for 
a one-bedroom to $2,511 for 
a three-bedroom, which offi-
cials say is 58% of market rate. 
There are multiple washers 
and dryers on every floor, a 
bike room and meeting rooms 
where teachers can socialize 
or collaborate on lessons.

Taylor and Darnel Garcia, 
both 27, despaired of ever 
moving out of a two-bedroom 
in-law unit that was too small 
for them and their children, 
ages 3 and 6. The administrative 
assistant and her husband, a 
mechanic for the school district, 
pondered whether they could 
afford to stay in the Bay Area.

“We were kind of float-
ing in the unknown for a 
while,” she said after moving 
into their new three-bed-
room apartment in May. 

Associated Press

Lisa Raskin, a teacher at Jefferson Union High School District, poses on Friday for a photograph inside 
her new one-bedroom apartment in Daly City, Calif.. 
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Plant Operator
Ormat is searching for a Plant Operator for our geothermal plant in 
Puna, HI. The Plant Operator will be responsible for ensuring the 
safe and effi cient operations of the power plant according to Ormat’s 
policies and procedures. For more information and to apply, please 
visit our Careers page at www.ormat.com.

Administrative Assistant
Ormat is in need of a talented Administrative 
Assistant for work at our Puna, HI location. 
The Administrative Assistant will be supporting 
day-to-day offi ce functions to ensure smooth 
and accurate operation of offi ce functions. 
For more information and to apply, please 
visit our Careers page at www.ormat.com.
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Police ID man arrested in connection with fatal crash

TRACING From the front page

who was not authorized to publicly 
discuss the matter and requested ano-
nymity. Both Pottinger and Matthews 
resigned immediately after the Jan. 
6, 2021, insurrection that interrupt-
ed the congressional certification 
of President Joe Biden’s victory.

The two witnesses will add to the 
committee’s narrative in its eighth, 
and possibly final, hearing this sum-
mer. The prime-time hearing will 
detail what Trump did — or did not 
do — during several hours that day 
as his supporters beat police offi-
cers and broke into the Capitol.

Previous hearings have detailed 
chaos in the White House and 
aides and outsiders were begging 
the president to tell the rioters to 
leave. But he waited more than three 
hours to do so, and there are still 
many unanswered questions about 
what exactly he was doing and say-
ing as the violence unfolded.

A spokesperson for the com-
mittee declined to comment. CNN 
was the first to report the iden-
tity of Thursday’s witnesses.

Lawmakers on the nine-mem-
ber panel have said the hearing will 
offer the most compelling evidence 
yet of Trump’s “dereliction of duty” 
that day, with witnesses detailing 
his failure to stem the angry mob.

“We have filled in the blanks,” Rep. 
Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill., a member of 
the House committee investigating 
the riot who will help lead Thursday’s 
session, said Sunday. “This is going 
to open people’s eyes in a big way.”

“The president didn’t do very 
much but gleefully watch television 
during this timeframe,” he added.

Throughout its yearlong inves-
tigation, the panel has uncovered 
several details regarding what the 
former president was doing as a 
mob of rioters breached the Capitol 
complex. Testimony and documents 

revealed that those closest to Trump, 
including his allies in Congress, Fox 
News anchors and even his own chil-
dren, tried to persuade him to call 
off the mob or put out a statement 
calling for the rioters to go home.

At one point, according to testimo-
ny, Ivanka Trump went to her father to 
plead with him personally when those 
around him had failed to get through. 
All those efforts were unsuccessful.

Thursday’s hearing will be the 
first in the prime-time slot since the 
June 9 debut that was viewed by 
an estimated 20 million people.

The hearing comes nearly one week 
after committee members received a 
closed briefing from the watchdog for 
the Department of Homeland Security 
after it was discovered that the Secret 
Service had deleted text messages sent 
and received around Jan. 6. Shortly 
after, the committee subpoenaed the 
agency, seeking all relevant electronic 
communication from agents around the 
time of the attack. The deadline for the 
Secret Service to respond is Tuesday.

Committee member Rep. 
Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif., told The 
Associated Press on Monday that 
the Secret Service informed them 
it will turn over records within the 
requirements of the subpoena.

contacts directly,” 
Arita-Chang said. 

Whether it’s 
contact tracing for 
COVID-19 or tracking 
monkeypox expo-
sure, the process can 
be challenging.

“As with any con-
tact tracing activity, 
it can be difficult to 
reach all contacts, but 
we have been able to 
successfully identify 
lists of contacts for 
most of the cases, and 
have reached out to 
the majority of them,” 
State Epidemiologist 
Sarah Kemble said 
earlier this month. 
“There always may 
be people who end 
up lost to follow up, 
and so that’s part of 
the concern, to make 
sure that we also go 
beyond and vaccinate 
potential contacts, 
trying to make sure 
we’re addressing 
those at highest risk.”

The number of 
close contacts varies 
depending on the per-
son who tests positive.

“We have for 
some cases identified 
a number of close 
contacts, whereas 
for others it may just 
be one or two, so 
it’s pretty variable,” 
Kemble said. “We’ve 
been able to vaccinate 
close contacts so far.”

Hawaii was one of 
nine states to receive 
the first doses of the 
Jynneos monkeypox 
vaccine. As a result, 
close contacts of 
the Hawaii County 
case can receive the 
two-dose vaccina-
tion from the DOH.

“Vaccination will 
be offered to con-
tacts if appropriate,” 
said Arita-Chang. 
“DOH staff on 
Hawaii Island have 
access to Jynneos.”

A total 
of 357 
doses 
of the 
vaccine 
arrived 
for the 
state 
at the 
beginning 
of this 
month, 
part of an 
expect-
ed 1.6 
million 
doses the federal 
government plans 
to make available 
throughout the year.

“We are working 
with health care pro-
viders to make sure 
these individuals 
have access to vacci-
nation,” said Deputy 
State Epidemiologist 
Nathan Tan. “We 
expect to receive 
additional doses in 
the coming weeks.”

Nationwide as 
of Monday, the 
U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention con-
firmed 605 cases of 
monkeypox in 34 
states along with the 
District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico.

Most people diag-
nosed with monkey-
pox experience mild 
to moderate illness, 
resulting in rashes 
and sores that are 
itchy and painful.

Infections typi-
cally begin within 
21 days of exposure, 
starting with flu-like 
symptoms including 
fevers, headaches, 
muscle aches, chills, 
exhaustion and swol-
len lymph nodes 
before progressing to 
rashes and sores on 
the hands, feet, chest, 
face or genitals.

The disease is 
spread mainly through 

close, intimate con-
tact with body flu-
ids, lesion material 
or large respiratory 
droplets from some-
one with monkeypox. 
The droplets gen-
erally cannot travel 
more than a few feet, 
so prolonged face-
to-face contact is 
required for infection.

With just one case 
on the island, Arita-
Chang confirmed the 
risk to most Hawaii 
residents remains low.

“Anyone who has 
direct skin-to-skin 
or prolonged close 
contact with someone 
with monkeypox is at 
risk of infection,” she 
added. “Regardless 
of who they are, what 
they do, or if they 
are sexually active.”

If someone thinks 
they have been 
exposed, Arita-Chang 
suggested contact-
ing their health 
care provider.

“Make sure to call 
ahead and mention 
that you may have 
been exposed to mon-
keypox,” she said.

To mitigate the 
spread, Arita-Chang 
suggested many of the 
same tools that helped 
fight off COVID.

“Many of the 
same measures that 
have protected us in 
the last two years 
with the COVID-19 
pandemic also pre-
vent spread of other 
diseases, including 
monkeypox,” she said. 

“This includes 
staying home if 
you’re sick, washing 
your hands, and lim-
iting close personal 
contact with people 
who have symptoms 
of monkeypox.”

Email Grant Phillips 
at gphillips@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com.

Hawaii Island police 
on Monday identified 
the 19-year-old man 
arrested on suspicion 
of drunken driving and 
negligent homicide 
in connection with a 
Thursday night crash 
that left a woman dead.

The suspect was 
identified Monday as 

Trevor K. Shoemaker-
Hassey, of Kailua-Kona, 
according to the Hawaii 
Police Department. 

The department 
previously did not 
release his name, 
though West Hawaii 
Today requested the 
information on Friday.

Shoemaker-Hassey 
was released pending 
further investigation 

within 48 hours of his 
arrest Thursday night, 
in accordance with law.

Police allege 
Shoemaker-Hassey 
was driving a white 
2019 Nissan Rogue on 
Mamalahoa Highway 
when the vehicle 
crossed the centerline 
near Akina Place and 
collided head-on with 
a 2018 Nissan Versa 

driven by 63-year-old 
Kailua-Kona resident 
Rhonda Dee Freedman, 
according to police.

Shoemaker-Hassey 
and his 17-year-old 
female passenger 
were not injured 
in the collision.

Police arrested 
Shoemaker-Hassey on 
suspicion of operating 
a vehicle under the 

influence of an 
intoxicant, negligent 
homicide, reckless 
endangering and 
reckless driving.

An autopsy has 
been ordered to 
determine the exact 
cause of death.

Anyone who may 
have witnessed the col-
lision should contact 
Officer Len Hamakado 

at (808) 326-4646, 
ext. 229, or email 
at len.hamakado@
hawaiicounty.gov. 

Those who prefer 
to remain anon-
ymous may call 
Crime Stoppers at 
(808) 961-8300.

This is the 22nd 
traffic fatality this 
year compared to 12 
at this time last year.

ARITA-CHANG

KEMBLE

By West Hawaii Today Staff

Read all about it in the

www.hawaiitribune-herald.com

Previous hearings have detailed 
chaos in the White House and 
aides and outsiders were beg-
ging the president to tell the 

rioters to leave. But he waited 
more than three hours to do 
so, and there are still many 

unanswered questions about 
what exactly he was doing and 
saying as the violence unfolded.
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Cell tower planned for Hilo

Cop on Top fundraiser underway
After a two-year 

hiatus due to the pan-
demic, the Hawaii 
Police Department is 
sponsoring the 19th 
annual Cop on Top 
fundraiser for Special 
Olympics Hawaii.

The three-day event 
began Thursday and 
ends 3 p.m. Saturday 
at the Hilo and Kailua-
Kona Walmart stores.

For all three days, 
law enforcement 
officers are spending 

their off-duty time 
perched on top of a 
15-foot scaffold at 
the Walmart stores, 
where they will 
eat, sleep and raise 
awareness for Special 
Olympics Hawaii.

Donations collect-
ed from Cop on Top 
directly benefit 
Special Olympics 
Hawaii and its efforts 
to provide year-
round sports pro-
grams for athletes.

KELSEY WALLING/Tribune-Herald

Jerome Duarte, left, and Cheyann Gabriel sit on top of scaffolding Thursday while raising money for 
Special Olympics Hawaii during the Cop on Top fundraiser in front of the Hilo Walmart.

A successful 
Florida busi-
nessman whose 

wife of four decades 
was killed last month 
in a two-car colli-
sion in North Kona 
described her as “an 
angel on Earth.”

Steve Freedman 
said he bears no 
ill-will toward the 
19-year-old man who 
was arrested after the 
crash July 14 that took 
the life of 63-year-
old Rhonda Dee 
DePontes Freedman.

“He didn’t know 
her, but he would’ve 
loved her,” Freedman 
said of Trevor 
Shoemaker-Hassey, 
the driver of the 2019 
Nissan Rogue that 

police said crossed the 
double-solid center 
line on Highway 190 
at the intersection of 
Akina Place and struck 
Rhonda Freedman’s 
2018 Nissan Versa 
head-on. “She was the 
best aunty. She was the 
most favorite aunty.”

By JOHN BURNETT
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

Rhonda Freeedman is 
all smiles in this undat-
ed family photograph.

‘A great
love story

under God’
Man mourns loss of Kona-born 
wife who was killed in car crash

Developers hope to build 
a 180-foot cellular tower 

at the top end of Kaumana 
Drive in Hilo, according to 
filings with the Windward 
Planning Commission.

At next week’s meeting of 

the commission, California-
based company Renegade 
Towers LLC will present an 
application for a use permit 
to build a telecommunica-
tion facility on a parcel of 
land near the intersection 
of Nolemana Street and 
Kaumana Drive, close to the 
Daniel K. Inouye Highway.

The parcel in question is 
a residential-zoned 14.6-acre 
lot owned by the Edward 
Lamar Britton III Trust.

Renegade Towers is pro-
posing that the unmanned 
facility would be located 
within a 2,800-square-foot 
area of that parcel, about 
130 feet from Kaumana 

Drive, and more than 1,000 
feet away from two resi-
dences on the property.

The application says the 
facility will improve local 
cellphone coverage both in the 
nearby community and further 
mauka on Daniel K. Inouye 

See TOWER Page A7

180-foot-tall structure would 
be located off Kaumana Drive

Judge orders unsealing of redacted affidavit in Trump search

WASHINGTON — A 
judge ordered the Justice 
Department on Thursday 
to make public a redact-
ed version of the affidavit 
it relied on when federal 
agents searched the Florida 
estate of former President 
Donald Trump to look for 
classified documents.

The directive from U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Bruce 
Reinhart came hours after 
federal law enforcement offi-
cials submitted under seal 

the portions of the affidavit 
that they want to keep secret 
as their investigation moves 
forward. The judge set a 
deadline of noon Friday for 
a redacted, or blacked-out, 
version of the document.

The order means the public 
could soon learn at least some 
additional details about what 
led FBI officials to search 
Mar-a-Lago on Aug. 8 as part 

of an ongoing criminal inves-
tigation. Documents already 
made public show the FBI 
retrieved from the property 
11 sets of classified docu-
ments, including information 
marked at the top secret level.

Search warrant affidavits 
typically contain vital infor-
mation about an investigation, 
with agents spelling out to 
a judge the justification for 

why they want to search a 
particular property and why 
they believe they’re likely to 
find evidence of a potential 
crime there. But affidavits 
routinely remain sealed 
during the course of pending 
investigations, making the 
judge’s decision to reveal 
portions of it in this investi-
gation all the more striking.

By ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press

TRUMP REINHART

See LOVE Page A7

See TRUMP Page A6

By MICHAEL BRESTOVANSKY
Hawaii Tribune-Herald
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Highway, as well as 
providing 911 services 
in areas where they are 
not currently available.

Telecommunication 
provider AT&T would 
be the facility’s 
“anchor tenant,” and 
the tower would be 
able to carry instru-
ments for up to three 
other providers. The 
application states 
that Verizon Wireless 
and T-Mobile have 
expressed inter-
est in co-locating 
at the facility.

According to the 
application, Renegade 
Towers received a use 
permit in 2016 for a 
similar 195-foot-tall 
tower about 1.2 miles 
further west on the 
highway. However, the 
estimated cost of just 
bringing electricity to 
that site was about $1 
million, which was 
deemed too much to 
proceed, and the permit 

expired last year.
In the current pro-

posal, Renegade has 
proposed to paint 
the tower to blend in 
with the surround-
ing area, instead of 
designing it to mimic 
a tree like other tow-
ers. The application 
claims that the paint-
ed tower design has 
a smaller silhouette 
and is less visible 
than those painted 
to look like trees.

“Stealth tree (tow-
ers) do not weather 
well in Hawaii, mak-
ing them an eyesore 
in a very short time,” 
the application reads, 
going on to say that 
the dense foliage in 
the area will screen 
the tower from view. 
The application also 
states that the tower 
has to be at least 180 
feet tall in order to 
maintain line-of-sight 
to its surrounding 

coverage area.
However, the 

Planning Department, 
in its favorable rec-
ommendation for the 
project, advises that 
the tower still be dis-
guised as a pine tree.

The Planning 
Department’s recom-
mendation identifies 
no likely negative 
impacts to traffic, the 
environment or public 
health. However, cell-
phone tower proposals 
are often controversial 
among residents, with 
previous proposals 
elsewhere around the 
island spurring public 
concerns about the 
impacts of wireless 
radio wave transmis-
sions, although the 
Telecommunications 
Act of 1996 prohibits 
local authorities from 
denying an applica-
tion based on such 
concerns alone.

According to the 

application, because 
the tower is located 
more than 300 feet 
from any residence, no 
public meetings have 
yet been held on the 
matter. The application 
includes only one piece 
of correspondence 
with a resident: Mary 
Uyeda, who wrote 
that she is a longtime 
resident of Kaumana 
City subdivision.

Uyeda wrote that 
she invites improve-
ments to the area 
“especially since cell 
service is weak,” but 
raised some concerns 
about the visibility of 
the tower and its health 
effects, advising it 
should be positioned 
away from homes, 
particularly those hous-
ing pregnant women 
or young children.

Email Michael 
Brestovansky at mbresto-
vansky@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com.
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Sister-city students from Japan visit Hilo
Students from Nago 

City, Japan, are vis-
iting Hawaii Island.

Twelve students 
arrived in Hilo last 
Friday and will return 
to Japan on Sunday. 
Nago City has been 
sending students to 
the Big Island every 
year since the incep-
tion of the sister-city 
program in 1986.

The high school 
students spent last 
weekend living with 
local host families and 
participating in daily 
activities with them. 

Six different local 
families took in two 
students each and 
showed them what 
a typical weekend 
in Hilo is like.

“The student cul-
tural and educational 
exchanges are at the 
heart of our sister-city 
program,” said 
program coordinator 
Jane Clement. “When 
you ask the students 
what their favor-
ite part of the trip is 
so far, almost all of 
them will answer it is 
their time spent with 
their host families.”

The visiting students 

also spent time with 
Hilo High Japanese 
class students. 

The Nago students 
shared information 
and showed photos 
of their hometown 
and Okinawa, and the 

students from Hilo 
asked questions.

“One of the goals 
for this trip is for the 
students to learn and 
practice speaking 
English with native 
speakers,” Clement said. 
“Similarly, the Hilo 

High School Japanese 
class students also had 
an opportunity to learn 
and practice speak-
ing Japanese with the 
visiting students.”

The Nago students 
also spent a few hours 
each day learning new 

words and phrases 
from a group of kupu-
na, most of whom 
are retired teachers. 

They have been 
volunteering to teach 
English classes to vis-
iting Japanese students 

for many years, accord-
ing to Clement.

Besides honing their 
English speaking and 
comprehension skills, 
learning about Hawaiian 
culture also is a big 
part of this student 
exchange program.

The Nago City stu-
dents will spend the 
rest of their stay in 
Kailua-Kona, where 
they will have a chance 
to tour educational 
and cultural sites.

The students will 
experience coffee 
picking at UCC Farm 
in Holualoa and learn 
about the Japanese 
immigrants and their 
contributions to the 
coffee industry in 
Hawaii. 

They also will 
have a service day at 
the Amy Greenwell 
Botanical Gardens, 
where they will pre-
pare the soil for taro.

“I hope that they 
come away with good 
impressions of Hawaii 
Island, and they go 
back home and share 
their experiences with 
their peers, family and 
friends,” Clement said.

Email Kelsey Walling 
at kwalling@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com

By KELSEY WALLING
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

KELSEY WALLING/Tribune-Herald

Students from Hilo’s sister city of Nago City, Japan, do a “Nago pose” Tuesday in front of the King Kame-
hameha statue in Hilo.

Freedman said he had 
“41 unbelievable years” 
with his wife, 40 of 
them as her husband.

Freedman owns and 
operate Sparktacular Inc., 
a fireworks and profession-
al pyrotechnics company 
based in Jupiter Beach, Fla.

“We built the company 
together the last 26 years,” 
Freedman said. “The reason 
Rhonda was back in Hawaii 
was to take care of her 
mother. She’s an 86-year-
old Hawaiian and Filipina 
woman. And I came back 
here to take care of her 
mother. And then the acci-
dent happened after I went 
back to the mainland.”

Rhonda Freedman died 
about an hour-and-a-half 
after the 9:18 p.m. collision.

Shoemaker-Hassey wasn’t 
injured, nor was his front-
seat passenger, a 17-year-
old girl. He was arrested on 
suspicion of DUI, negligent 
homicide, reckless endan-
gering and reckless driving, 
and later released pending 
further investigation.

Police and prosecutors 
have two years to inves-
tigate and to press any 
potential charges against 
Shoemaker-Hassey.

This year has been a 
particularly deadly one on 
the Big Island’s roads. 

As of Thursday, there 
have been 25 official 
traffic fatalities in 2022, 
just one less than for the 
entire year in 2021.

Freedman said his wife 
was from the “Kahikina 
bloodline,” with rela-
tives among numerous 
prominent Hawaiian fam-
ilies in West Hawaii.

He said she was the 
Hawaiian International 
Billfish Tournament’s Miss 
Billfish in the 1970s, placed 
in numerous pageants — 
including top three in the 
Miss Hawaii pageant — and 
was a trained hula dancer.

The Miami-born Freedman 
and Kona-born Rhonda 
DePontes met in California, 
where she was working at a 
mortgage company owned 
by Freedman’s father.

“My father said, ‘You’ve 
got to meet this girl. This 
girl looks different, She’s 
incredible,’” Freedman said. 
“I asked her out on a date, 
and from that day on, we 
never split. We had a great 
family life. She was a great 
Christian woman … and 
believed in Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Spirit and 
making her way to God.

“I didn’t know, back then, 
that I’d have the best thing 
in my life possible. I was 
blessed,” he said. “It was a 
great love story under God.”

Freedman, who grew up 
Jewish, was baptized as a 
Christian because of his 
wife’s example, he said.

The Freedmans have 
four grown children: Sam, 
36; Max, 34; Alanah, 31; 
and Lou, 28. Alanah has a 
November wedding sched-
uled, while Lou is set to 
be married in April 2023.

“She was looking for-
ward to having grandkids,” 
Freedman said. “We always 
said we had a couple of 
grandkids, but they were our 

dogs, our three bull terriers. 
She loved our nieces and 
nephews, and even the chil-
dren of friends who weren’t 
in the family. She was the 
hanai type, for sure.”

Freedman described his 
wife as “an amazing mother” 
and said the precedent was 
set for her to be a wonder-
ful grandmother, as well.

“She instilled the love of 
Jesus into all of them from 

the beginning,” he said. 
“They love their mother. She 
taught them to excel but to 
be true from the heart. She 
was at every function, school 
or whatever, for them.

“She was there for them 
for everything. Everything.”

A celebration of life 
is scheduled for Sept. 
25, Freedman said.

Email John Burnett at jbur-
nett@hawaiitribune-herald.com.

Steve and Rhonda Freedman in an undated family photo.

LOVE From the front page

Kailua ambulance 
fire kills patient

HONOLULU (AP) 
— A patient died and 
a paramedic was crit-
ically injured when 
their ambulance caught 
fire outside a hospital 
in Hawaii, emergen-
cy officials said.

“We had an ambu-
lance tonight for rea-
sons we don’t under-
stand catch on fire, pos-
sibly explode, prior to 
entering the hospital,” 
said Dr. Jim Ireland, 
the emergency services 
director. “We’re all just 
very concerned about 
our team and the patient 
that lost their life.”

The 91-year-old 
patient and the para-
medic were in the back 
of the ambulance as it 
pulled up to Adventist 
Castle Health in Kailua 
Wednesday night. 
Another emergency 

medical technician who 
was driving the 
ambulance escaped 
injury. 

The paramedic in 
back, an eight-year vet-
eran, was initially 
treated at the hospi-
tal and then taken to 
another emergency 
room at the Straub Burn 
Unit, a city and coun-
ty news release said.

“All our paramedics, 
EMTs and dispatchers 
are all treasured mem-
bers of our staff and or 
family, they save lives 
every day, and it’s just 
very hard to be in a sit-
uation where our team 
is the ones who are 
injured. I’ll just leave 
it at that,” Ireland said. 
“Please pray for him.”

The Honolulu 
Fire Department 
is investigating.

Hawaii Tribune-Herald
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A new Hawaii 
County animal control 
agency will be formed 
in July, bringing with 
it 45 new county jobs.

The Hawaii Police 

Department took over 
the county’s animal 
control duties in 2021 
after the county ter-
minated its contract 
with Hawaii Rainbow 
Rangers, the previ-
ous contract holder.

But after nearly two 
years, County Council 

members introduced 
in February a bill that 
would create a dedicat-
ed Animal Control and 
Protection Agency.

The bill stipulates 
that the agency will be 
made up of an admin-
istrator, who answers 
to the county managing 

director, and an unspec-
ified number of staff. A 
companion resolution 
introduced and passed 
at Wednesday’s County 
Council meeting set 
that number at 45 civ-
il service positions.

County Finance 
Director Deanna Sako 

said the 
jobs would 
be perma-
nent posi-
tions, since 
temporary 
positions 
offered 

during the police 
department’s animal 
control efforts have 
not been attractive to 

prospective employees.
Police Maj. Aimee 

Wana said the jobs 
include administra-
tive positions, kennel 
technicians and more.

The county will 
allocate $2 million 
to the new agency, 
the same amount 
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Animal control agency OK’d 
New entity will take over duties from the police department 
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From right, Cadet Almonte and Cadet Asidon from the Youth Challenge Academy cheer for a honking truck 
as they wave signs Wednesday along Highway 11 in Hilo to support lowering the legal blood alcohol con-
centration, or BAC threshold, from 0.08% to 0.05% for those operating a vehicle.

Lower drunken driving
threshold gains ground

Hawaii could become 
the second state to lower 
the legal blood alcohol 
concentration, or BAC 
threshold, from 0.08% 

to 0.05% for those 
operating a vehicle.

Senate Bill 160 was 
passed by the Senate 
on March 3 and crossed 
over to the House, 
where it cleared its first 
reading on Tuesday.

On Wednesday, a 
group of roughly 50 
individuals including 
members of the Hawaii 
Police Department, 
the Youth Challenge 
Academy, school cross-
ing guards, students and 

people in recovery met 
for a sign-waving in 
Hilo to support the bill.

“Across the state, 
we’ve had really good 
community-level 
support,” said Sally 
Ancheta, East Hawaii 
Drug Free Coalition 
coordinator, who helped 
organize the event. 
“This bill is just about 

Muddy path
ahead after
housing audit

Hawaii County’s affordable housing 
credit program needs to be reshaped, but 
not before the county code itself can be 
revised, county officials said.

In February, a report by coun-
ty auditor Tyler Benner revealed 
that the Office of Housing and 
Community Development was 
unable to properly monitor and 
record the movement of afford-
able housing credits due to 
“inadequate internal controls.”

Under the county’s affordable housing 
policy, developers who agree to build more 
than the minimum number of new afford-
able housing units required by the county 
can earn affordable housing credits, which 
can be transferred to other developers.

But because OHCD lacks sufficient 
tools to track those credits, their movement 
between developers has become largely 
opaque, a fault that allowed a former coun-
ty housing official to commit wire fraud 
using the affordable housing program.

Alan Scott Rudo, a housing commu-
nity development specialist from 2006 to 
2018, pleaded guilty in August to conspir-
acy to commit honest services wire fraud 
by awarding affordable housing credits to 
false limited liability companies established 
by alleged co-conspirators, and then selling 
those credits to other developers for a profit.

Rudo’s share of that prof-
it was at least $1.8 million.

Following that fiasco, North Kona 
Councilman Holeka Inaba requested an 
audit of the program, which discovered that 
the resale of affordable housing credits is 
rampant and the OHCD doesn’t have the 

‘A matter of life and death’, Roth says of health care ‘emergency’ 

Mayor Mitch Roth 
called the state of 
health care on Hawaii 
Island “an emer-
gency situation.”

“Hawaii County is 
really lacking in health 
care resources,” Roth 
said Wednesday in an 
livestreamed interview. 
“I think we’ve got 
about a 50% shortage 
on health care workers. 
We have hospitals that 

really need repair and 
really need to come up 
to the state of the art.”

Roth said that when 
he suffered a heart 
attack on Jan. 9, 2021, 
in Kona, that Kona 
Community Hospital 
“was not an option.”

Roth was tak-
en by ambulance to 
Queen’s North Hawaii 
Community Hospital 
and subsequently was 
transferred to Hilo 
Medical Center.

“We really need to 
be building things up, 

especially 
when you 
think about 
the Life 
Flights 
being can-
celed for 
awhile,” he 
said. “… So 

we’ve been having some 
great conversations 

with the governor, with 
the state and with the 
hospitals themselves.”

Roth isn’t the only 
one concerned about 
the island’s hospi-
tals, especially Kona 
Community Hospital.

Steve Freedman, 

By MICHAEL 
BRESTOVANSKY

Hawaii Tribune-Herald

By MICHAEL BRESTOVANSKY
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

County code changes might be needed 
before program can be fully improved

Gov. Green has said he supports 
measure moving through Legislature

By GRANT PHILLIPS
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

BENNER

Mayor urges funding for hospital expansions and hiring of staff
By JOHN BURNETT

Hawaii Tribune-Herald

ROTH
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HOUSING From the front page

controls necessary to keep track of them.
OHCD Director Susan Kunz told the 

Tribune-Herald in February that her depart-
ment will correct those deficiencies, but a 
followup discussion at a County Council 
committee hearing Tuesday was vague about 
the degree to which the program can be 
improved without changing the county code.

Kunz told council members Tuesday that 
there already has been “a lot of progress” 
in implementing a list of seven recom-
mendations by the auditor, and her office 
is working with consulting firm Keyser 
Marston Associates to review Chapter 11, 
the section of the county code that out-
lines the affordable housing policy.

Council members lamented that the 
complexity of Chapter 11 has created a 
byzantine housing credit program.

“I still don’t have an idea of what 
a credit actually is,” said South Kona 
Councilwoman Michelle Galimba.

Deputy County Corporation Counsel 
Sylvia Wan said that, through various 
implementations of Chapter 11, develop-
ment of a single excess affordable housing 
unit can earn a single credit, half a credit, 
one-and-a-half credits, or two credits.

Wan told the council that while the 
audit report represents “the best of our 
knowledge” about the state of the pro-
gram, she added it is labyrinthine enough 
that some facts may still be hidden.

“(The report) dived deep into many 
legal documents that are confusing even 
to the sharpest attorney,” Wan said. “I do 
believe the report … is the most com-
plete picture that we have, but I hesitate to 
say that we might not discover something 
later, just because of how old and com-
plicated this credit system has been.”

Inaba said that, for now, “the ball is in 
OHCD’s court” while they conduct their 
Chapter 11 review. When that is complet-
ed — Kunz said it could happen in a few 
months — the council can work out how to 
amend the program or Chapter 11 itself.

“I think we’re all anticipating changes 
to Chapter 11,” Kunz said. “Administrative 
rules are not going to happen until those 
changes happen. I don’t think it’s worth-
while for us to spend that kind of time.”

Until the County Council can figure out 
how to revise Chapter 11, Kunz said her office 
is looking to improve its software to keep track 
of how credits are awarded and exchanged.

But Kunz reiterated that even budgeting 
for new software would be premature until 
Chapter 11 is updated. She also entertained 
the possibility that affordable housing credits 
could be discontinued entirely, which would 
obviate the purpose for new software.

Even worse, the Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands has its own affordable hous-
ing credit program that cross-pollinates 
with the county’s program. South Hilo 
Councilwoman Sue Lee Loy speculated 
that any changes to the county’s program 
might necessitate changes to state law.

Lee Loy noted that there currently 
is a measure, Senate Bill 1357, passing 
through the Legislature that makes per-
manent the requirement for the counties 
to award housing credits to DHHL.

Kunz said OHCD is monitoring that bill 
and is recommending that it be amend-
ed to allow the county to negotiate with 
DHHL on how those credits are used.

Email Michael Brestovansky at mbresto-
vansky@hawaiitribune-herald.com.-
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whose 63-year-old wife Rhonda 
Dee Depontes Freedman died 
July 14 after a two-vehicle col-
lision in Kona, said Wednesday 
he wonders why she was taken 
to KCH instead of the more 
modern North Hawaii hospital.

“She was alive for an hour 
and a half,” Freedman said. 
“The paramedics that took 
her (to the hospital) couldn’t 
even believe that she had died. 
They knew she was in an acci-
dent, but she was up, she was 
coherent, she was talking.

“They made a decision on 
their own to take her to Kona 
hospital. which we find out, is a 
hospital that doesn’t have a trau-
ma team for what she needed. 
The state thinks that a level III 
(trauma center) hospital is suf-
ficient for Kona. And it’s not.

“And my wife is dead today 
because they don’t have the 
proper tools at the hospital, 
and they need to upgrade it.”

HMC and QNHCH also are 
level III trauma centers, the same 
as KCH. The Queen’s Medical 
Center in Honolulu is the state’s 
only level I trauma care hospital.

Tripler Army Medical Center, 
also in Honolulu, is the state’s 
only level II trauma hospital, but 
accepts only military-connected 
patients. Maui Memorial Medical 
Center hopes to be certified level 
II for trauma care later this year.

There has been talk for some 
time about building a new hospi-
tal at an estimated cost of $300 

million to replace the 94-bed 
KCH, which was built in 1974. 
Hilo Medical Center is in the 
midst of a $50 million upgrade to 
add 36 acute beds to its current 
total of 166, and an additional 
19 Intensive Care Unit beds.

“When I was in the hospital 
in Hilo, there’s 11 ICU beds, and 
all of those beds were filled up,” 
Roth said “Today, as we sit here, I 
can guess from my conversations 
with the hospital that there are 25 
to 30 people who are sitting in an 
emergency room as overflow.”

Roth, who said his priori-
ties are to get the $50 million 
in funding for the Hilo upgrade 
and $20 million for Kona, 
acknowledges that the scar-
city and price of housing in 
Hawaii are feeding the shortage 
of health care professionals.

He advocated for the passage 
of House Bill 920. The mea-
sure, introduced by Puna Rep. 
Greggor Ilagan, would allow 
counties to adopt a building 
code for single-family dwell-
ings, additional dwellings, 
duplexes, and noncommercial 
structures that is less stringent 
than the state building code.

“Like the rest of the state, 
we’re dealing with issues on 
how long it takes for permits 
to get through, and we’re try-
ing to find every way we can to 
make those permits go through 
a little bit quicker,” Roth said.

Roth noted that the state 
code, pattered after an 

international code, has pro-
visions for snow load ratings 
on roofs and a that a licensed 
engineer certify the house can 
withstand winds up to 130 mph.

“We don’t have a lot of snow 
in Hawaii, so we should be able 
to make some changes there to 
reduce the cost of housing,” he 
said. “… However, for a licensed 
engineer to sign off, you have 
to have licensed engineers. And 
it’s taking people between eight 
to 12 months to find a licensed 
engineer that’s willing to charge 
you about $1,000 to put a stamp 
on (architectural plans) saying 
that the wind speed is OK.

“… The County Council really 
should have the ability to make 
changes. And we’re really hap-
py to see that the other islands 
have been jumping on board and 
supporting this bill, as well.”

The measure has passed 
the House and its first Senate 
floor vote, but hasn’t yet been 
referred to any committees.

Roth said he’s also consulting 
with government agencies, land-
owners and private developers to 
build workforce housing around 
the Hilo and Kona hospitals.

“For me, this is a matter of life 
and death,” he said. ” … So when 
I look at our legislators, I’m opti-
mistic that they’re going to make 
some good decisions to make 
sure that we get the funding.”

Email John Burnett at jburnett@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.-

Bruce Lee, Anna May Wong heirs talk legacy, roles for Asians

Almost every working 
Asian actor in Hollywood can 
trace their path back to Bruce 
Lee and Anna May Wong.

The Chinese American 
screen legends are typically 
talked about the way one 
talks about revered ancestors. 
One was a martial arts icon, 
the other an actor who stood 
out during the silent film 
era despite playing women 
who were either submissive 
or dragon ladies. Both are 
credited with demonstrat-
ing Asians could be more 
than just extras for movies 
about China or Chinatown.

Although Wong was born 
in 1905 in Los Angeles and 
Lee in 1940 in San Francisco, 
their families like to imag-
ine they crossed paths.

“They may have. Well, 
they may have seen each 
other at like a party or 
something,” said Anna 
Wong, the elder Wong’s 
niece and namesake.

“My father was an actor 
when he was a child in Hong 
Kong. So, you know, he may 
have seen some of her films 
that came across,” Shannon 

Lee chimed in. ”He loved 
to see Hollywood films as 
well when he was young.”

Lee and Wong had never 
met before doing a recent 
joint Zoom interview with 
The Associated Press. 
They discovered parallel 
experiences protecting the 
legacy of a family mem-
ber who happens to be an 
icon of both Hollywood 
and Asian America.

They have seen their rel-
atives’ popularity ebb and 
flow over decades. They have 
grappled with bogus long-lost 
child claims, weird licensing 
requests and on-screen por-
trayals out of their control. 
But they’ve also seen how 
the fascination continues: 
There are museum exhibits, 
TV show projects and an 
American quarter tribute.

With “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once” 
poised to snag trophies at the 
Oscars on Sunday — partic-
ularly for Asian cast mem-
bers Michelle Yeoh and Ke 
Huy Quan — both women 
reflected on how things have 
changed since the blatantly 
racist practices that permeated 
Wong and Lee’s heydays.

Lee has a “soft spot” for 
Yeoh because she came 
from kung fu cinema like 
her father. She’s thrilled 
for Yeoh’s recognition, 
especially because for 
so long Hollywood used 
Bruce Lee to justify casting 
Asians only as characters 
there just to karate chop.

“Of course she’s doing 
action in the film but being 
recognized for her artistry 
and her acting and for all 
of that is really heartwarm-
ing for me to see,” she said. 
“And Ke as well who … as 
a young kid was very sort 
of stereotyped and he was 
put in a box because of it.”

It’s especially phenom-
enal when compared with 
Anna May Wong’s era, 
according to her niece.

“Back in those days, no 
one had an Asian man and 
an Asian woman in the lead 
roles,” Wong said. “It’s cra-
zy how far we’ve come. But 
then again, how far are we?”

While Lee was 4 when 
her father died, Wong nev-
er met her aunt. She knew 
her as “the pretty lady” in 
the pictures her father — 
Anna May Wong’s brother 

— kept around the house.
“When he started telling 

me about the pretty lady, I 
was wanting to realize who 
she was,” Wong said. “And 
then I became obsessed 
with her films and see-
ing all kinds of things.”

Both grew up hearing 
stories of how Anna May 
Wong and Bruce Lee fought 
hard against stereotypes, 
yet were sometimes stuck 
in unwinnable situations.

After gaining fame in 
movies like “The Thief of 
Bagdad” and “Shanghai 
Express,” Anna May Wong 
suffered one of the greatest 
disappointments of her life in 
1937. She lost the lead role 
of a Chinese villager in “The 
Good Earth” to Luise Rainer, 
who was white. Rainer went 
on to win a best actress Oscar.

The younger Wong brings 
this up on the lecture circuit. 
Millennial audiences “find 
it completely irrational to 
say, ‘Okay, so let’s take a 
Caucasian person and make 
them up to look like an 
Asian person and … no one 
will notice,’” Wong said.

“It’s actually a good thing 
that today’s generation thinks 

that that’s crazy,” Lee added.
Even earning a lead role 

didn’t necessarily mean a 
big payday for Asian talent. 
Before Bruce Lee went to 
Hong Kong and made hits 
like “The Big Boss” and 
“Fist of Fury,” he was Kato 
in “The Green Hornet.” The 
TV series premiered in 1966, 
only lasting a season and car-
rying a massive pay disparity.

“When you look at the 
pay stubs and then they 
say what everyone’s get-
ting paid, he’s like way 
down on the bottom,” Lee 
said. “Hopefully, there’s 
changes happening there.”

Neither actor was ever 
nominated for an Oscar. But 
the 2020 Netflix miniseries 
“Hollywood” depicted an 
alternate universe where 
Anna May Wong — played 
by Michelle Krusiec — 
won an Oscar. It created 
a nuisance for her niece 
and a reminder of a sad 
time in the actor’s life.

“After that series came 
out, people said, ‘Do you 
have her Oscar?’” Wong 
said. “I’m thinking, ‘You 
know that that series was 
fictionalized, right?’”

By TERRY TANG
The Associated Press

Russian missiles target cities across Ukraine, officials say
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) 

— Russia unleashed a 
massive missile barrage 
on cities across Ukraine 
early Thursday, targeting 
energy infrastructure 
facilities in the first 
attack on such a scale in 
three weeks. Ukrainian 
officials said residential 
buildings were hit but 
didn’t immediately say 
if there were casualties.

Air raid sirens wailed 
for hours across Ukraine, 
including the capital, 
Kyiv, where residents 
were jolted out of bed 
by explosions. It was 
not immediately clear 
how many missiles had 
struck targets in Kyiv, 
or whether the sounds 
were missiles being 
intercepted by defense 
systems, which were 
activated in multiple 
regions of the country.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali 
Klitschko said explo-
sions were reported in 
the city’s Holosiivskyi 

district and emer-
gency services were 
heading there.

In eastern Ukraine, 
15 missiles struck 
Kharkiv and the outly-
ing northeastern region, 
hitting residential 
buildings, according 
to Kharkiv Gov. Oleh 
Syniehubov. He prom-
ised to reveal more 
details about the scale 
of the damage or any 
casualties in Ukraine’s 
second-largest city.

“Objects of critical 
infrastructure is again 
in the crosshairs of the 
occupants,” he said 
in a Telegram post.

Kharkiv Mayor Ihor 
Terekhov reported on 
Telegram that there 
were “problems with 
electricity” in some 
parts of the city.

The governor of the 
southern Odesa region, 
Maksym Marchenko, 
also reported strikes 
on Odesa, saying 

that energy facili-
ties and residential 
buildings were hit.

“The second wave 
is expected right now, 
so I ask the residents 
of the region to stay in 
shelters!” Marchenko 
wrote on Telegram a lit-
tle over two hours ago.

Ukrainian Railways 
reported power outages 
in certain areas. Five 
trains were delayed 

by more than one 
hour, and 10 trains 
were delayed by more 
than 30 minutes.

Preventive emergency 
power cuts were applied 
in Kyiv, Dnipropetrovsk, 
Donetsk and Odesa 
regions, supplier DTEK 
said. Klitschko says 15% 
of the capital’s energy 
consumers were with-
out power due to the 
emergency power cuts.

Associated Press

Three Russian rockets launched against Ukraine 
from Russia’s Belgorod region are seen at dawn 
Thursday in Kharkiv, Ukraine. 
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Police: Road rage leads to robbery, assault in Hilo
In an incident of apparent 

road rage, a 40-year-old Hilo 
man allegedly entered an 
elderly couple’s pickup truck, 
assaulted them and stole their 
truck keys, according to court 
documents filed by police.

Alika Kamehaokalani 
Po Irizarry was charged 
with second-degree rob-
bery, unauthorized entry to a 
motor vehicle, plus first- and 
second-degree assault as a 
result of the alleged Tuesday 
incident near the corner of 
Kanoelehua Avenue and 
East Kawailani Street.

Documents state a 63-year-
old man said he was driving 
his white Mazda pickup 
truck— which has a right-side 
steering wheel — south on 
Kanoelehua after leaving the 

Puainako Town 
Center when 
he noticed a 
white four-door 
sedan swerving 
behind him.

When the 
pickup truck 
driver stopped near the East 
Kawailani Street intersection, 
the driver of the sedan — 
identified by police as Irizarry 
— got out of his car, walked to 
the right-side driver seat door 
of the truck and punched the 
elderly man in the face through 
the open window eight or nine 
times with a closed right fist, 
according to the documents.

Irizarry then allegedly 
opened the right-side driver’s 
seat door, pulled the keys out 
of the ignition, then ran back 
to his car with the key chain 
and drove off, documents 
state. The victim’s wife, a 

62-year-old woman who was 
sitting in the left-side front 
passenger seat, allegedly 
tried to separate Irizarry from 
her husband and was herself 
punched on her right hand.

The couple were treat-
ed for their injuries at Hilo 
Medical Center. The man 
reportedly suffered multiple 
facial bruises, muscle spasms 
and a concussion, while the 
woman reportedly sustained 
a sprained and bruised hand.

A witness reportedly took 
down the sedan’s license 
plate number, which turned 
out to be a white 2019 Honda 
Accord registered to Irizarry.

When police contact-
ed Irizarry at his home, 
they recovered the cou-
ple’s truck keys from his 
car, documents state.

Irizarry allegedly told police 
he had dropped off a load of 

laundry at Kandi’s Laundromat 
and went to the rubbish dump. 
Irizarry reportedly told officers 
that on his return to Kandi’s, 
the white Mazda truck made 
a wide turn onto Kanoelehua, 
forcing him into another 
lane, and the pickup’s driver 
then gave him the middle 
finger and yelled “f--- you.”

According to police, 
Irizarry admitted to hitting the 
driver two or three times while 
the victim yelled in a Filipino 
dialect. Irizarry also reportedly 
told officers the driver threw 
his own keys out of the truck 
window and stepped on his 
clutch, causing the truck to 
roll in front of Irizarry’s car.

Irizarry told police he 
was angry, documents 
state, because he had a 
sick 7-year-old in the car 
and it was a bad day.

At Irizarry’s initial court 

appearance Thursday, 
Deputy Public Defender 
Arthur Indiola requested 
Irizarry be freed on super-
vised release — a form of 
cashless bail — which drew 
an objection from Deputy 
Prosecutor Rich Kuhlmann.

Hilo District Judge Kanani 
Laubach maintained Irizarry’s 
bail at $70,000 and ordered 
him to return Monday for 
a preliminary hearing.

The most serious offens-
es, second-degree robbery 
and first-degree assault, 
are both Class B felonies 
that carry a maximum pris-
on sentence of 10 years.

Irizarry, who has no 
prior felony convictions, 
remained in custody Friday 
at Hawaii Community 
Correctional Center.

Email John Burnett at jbur-
nett@hawaiitribune-herald.com.

IRIZARRY

Man free on bail in manslaughter 
case arrested for unrelated DUI

A 20-year-old Kailua-Kona man 
who already faces a manslaughter 
charge for a fatal collision in 2022 
was arrested Wednesday on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence.

According to 
Hawaii Police 
Department spokes-
woman Denise 
Laitinen, Trevor 
Shoemaker-Hassey 
was taken into cus-
tody at 11:08 p.m. 
Wednesday on Queen 
Kaahuanu Highway 
just north of Nani Kailua Drive.

Shoemaker-Hassey also was 
booked on suspicion of driv-
ing with a suspended license 
and without insurance.

“The officer observed the vehi-
cle directly in front of him veer to 
the west toward the outer shoulder, 
crossing the solid white line with 
both the front and rear passenger 
tire until the line was in the middle 
of the vehicle,” Laitinen said.

Shoemaker-Hassey was released 
from police custody at 1:27 a.m. 

Thursday without the charges 
he was booked for being filed, 
pending further investigation.

Shoemaker-Hassey is free on 
$75,000 bail after being indicted 
on March 21 by a Kona grand 
jury on charges of manslaughter, 
first-degree negligent homicide, 
DUI, DUI under 21, reckless 
driving, second-degree reckless 
endangering, harassment and pro-
moting intoxicating compounds.

The charges stem from a two-
car collision on July 14, 2022, at 
the intersection of Mamalahoa 
Highway (Highway 190) and 
Akina Place in North Kona that 
killed 63-year-old Rhonda Dee 
Freedman of Kailua-Kona.

According to police, officers 
responding to a 9:18 p.m. call 
that evening determined that a 
white 2019 Nissan Rogue driv-
en by Shoemaker-Hassey was 
southbound on Mamalahoa 
Highway when he crossed over 
the double-solid yellow lines 
and struck Freedman’s white 
2018 Nissan Versa head-on.

Freedman was taken to 
Kona Community Hospital, 

where she died at 10:51 p.m.
Shoemaker-Hassey and his 

17-year-old female passenger 
weren’t injured in the collision.

He pleaded not guilty to the 
charges March 23, and Third 
Circuit Chief Judge Robert 
Kim ordered Shoemaker-
Hassey to appear for tri-
al in Kona on Aug. 15.

Kim ruled that the Office of 
the Public Defender is incapable 
of handling Shoemaker-Hassey’s 
case based on staffing shortages 
and the severity of the charges.

Shoemaker-Hassey is now 
represented by Kona attor-
ney Andrew Kennedy.

In addition, a penal sum-
mons complaint was issued 
May 19 for Shoemaker-Hassey 
for driving under the influ-
ence of drugs on Dec. 1, 2022, 
according to court records.

That penal summons has yet to 
be served, but Shoemaker-Hassey 
is scheduled for an arraignment 
and plea in that case at 8:30 a.m. 
Aug. 24 at Kona District Court.

Email John Burnett at jbur-
nett@hawaiitribune-herald.com.
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increase in price, from last year’s 
$537,000 to $539,000 this year.

At the same time, homes are 
taking longer to sell. The aver-
age single-family home spent 32 
days on the market last month, 
nearly triple the 12 days it took 
to move a house in June 2022.

All this is happening while 
high interest and mortgage rates, 
as well as fears of ongoing infla-
tion and a possible recession, 
have a cooling effect on the 
housing market nationwide.

Despite all this, real estate 
agents say that Hawaii will 
always be somewhat insulat-
ed from the broader impacts 
of the market simply by being 
Hawaii — although that may 
be of little comfort to residents 
who are increasingly being 
priced out of the home market.

“Hawaii is still highly desir-
able, it always has been,” said Ed 
Torrison, principal broker at Hilo 
Bay Realty. “And the Big Island 
is, right now, the most desirable 
of the islands, and Puna is the 
most desirable place on the Big 
Island. Puna’s the last frontier. 
It’s affordable, it’s always been.”

Torrison said most home 

buyers he encounters these days 
are from the mainland, and 
added that vacant land sales 
in Puna are still strong — 125 
vacant parcels were sold in Puna 
last month, a decrease from the 
143 sold in June 2022, with 
median prices also dropping 
from $42,000 to $35,000.

Dave Lucas, broker at Koa 
Realty in Holualoa, said that with 
interest rates rising, inventory is 
contracting as would-be sellers 
choose to sit on what they have 
rather than take a gamble on the 
market. And for those houses 
that do enter the market, the only 
people with the money to buy 
are coming from the mainland.

“The local buyers have 
cooled off entirely,” Lucas said. 
“We’re seeing entry-level pric-
es around here at $600,000, 
$700,000. That’s nuts. Anyone 
who’s sitting on a low mortgage 
payment right now is hold-
ing onto that for dear life.”

Torrison said that while the 
market is “not as hot as it was 
a year ago,” he added that the 
post-pandemic surge in activity 
was caused by a perfect storm of 
factors unlikely to be repeated in 

the foreseeable future. He said 
home prices will inevitably fall 
somewhat later this year, but other 
improvements to the market are 
dependent on whether the Federal 
Reserve lowers interest rates.

“I think if buyers are patient 
and wait it out, they’ll find 
more buying power next year,” 
Torrison said. “But if you have 
buyers who are still willing to 
pay higher prices even with 
these interest rates, then sellers 
don’t have to drop prices.”

But Lucas added that, between 
the interest rates, a collapsing 
commercial real estate mar-
ket, inflation, the resumption 
of student loan payments, and 
general cost of living increas-
es, a conservative approach 
makes the most sense.

“I have no idea what’s going 
to happen,” Lucas said. “Some 
people are saying that surely 
the Fed will drop the interest 
rates to bail us out, and pric-
es won’t have to drop. And if 
you want to gamble your sav-
ings on that, be my guest.”

Email Michael Brestovansky 
at mbrestovansky@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com.
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Operation Cross Country XIII finds 4 runaways
On Friday, the Hawaii 

Police Department partici-
pated in the FBI’s Operation 
Cross Country XIII.

Operation Cross Country is 
a coordinated operation among 
the FBI, other federal agen-
cies, state and local police, and 
social services agencies across 
the country to locate and recov-
er runaways considered “high 
risk” and/or “endangered.”

Also participating in Friday’s 

operation were 
the U.S. Marshals 
Service, DOCARE, 
Missing Child 
Center Hawaii, the 
National Center 
for Missing and 
Exploited Children 
and Child Welfare Services.

During Friday’s operation 
in the Hilo and Puna areas, law 
enforcement officials located the 
following minor girls who had 

previously been reported as run-
aways: Serenity Salmo-Kaawa, 
age 15; U‘ilani Leaverton, age 
15; Shaelynn Gomes, age 16; 
and Momi Leonard, age 16.

Detectives are still search-
ing for 17-year-old Tanaiyah 
Hao-Kallio, pictured, who 
is wanted for runaway. 

She is described as 5-feet-5 
inches tall, 140 pounds, with 
brown hair and brown eyes. She 
is known to frequent Ka‘u.

HAO-KALLIO

By JOHN BURNETT
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

By JOHN BURNETT
Hawaii Tribune-HeraldCitizens arrested and charged

Contempt of court typically means failing to 
comply with a judge’s order, such as paying a fine 
or appearing at a court proceeding. Failure to 
appear means not showing up in court on the date 
written on a traffic citation.

Big Island police arrested and charged the 
following individuals:

● Gregory Aranda, 60, of Hilo with 
DUI and driving without insurance.

● Russell Billy Jiro Mizuguchi, 
33, of Hilo with DUI.

● Joshua Gohan Keith Aliiloa Fulton, 33, 
of Kailua-Kona with disorderly conduct.

● Casey R. Taylor, 35, of Hilo with 
two counts of contempt of court.

● Ashlee Marie Kanoelani Pruett, 27, of 
Hilo with two counts of failure to appear.

● Sharae Kehaulani Lee, 37, of Hilo 
with two counts of failure to appear.

● Dylan Woods, 23, of Mountain 
View with DUI and driving with-
out a license and insurance.

● Elias Jacobus, 54, of Hilo with 
DUI and driving without a license

● Candace Coyazo, 35, of 
Hilo with harassment.

● Duryea Marie Delacroix, 43, of 
Pahoa with disorderly conduct.

● Dora Lynn Garcia, 54, of Kailua-
Kona with contempt of court.

● Kyle William Kaleo Noa Puu-
Gustafson, 30, of Kurtistown with 
revocation of conditional release.

● Crimaon Kamohoalii DeRego-
Lorenzo, 31, of Kapaau with DUI 
and driving without a license.

● Kamakaokeaomaluhia Damon 
Kamanu-Mercado, 28, of Mountain View 
with property damage and interfering 
with report of emergency or crime.

● Bailey Hanato, 25, of Kealakekua 
with DUI and driving without insurance.

● Chad Barry Barnes, 59, of 
Kailua-Kona with two counts of revo-
cation of conditional release.

● Preston Pokalaniokahaku K. Juario, 37, 
no address listed, with contempt of court.

● Elijah Wayne Burley, 32, of Pahoa 
with contempt of court and two counts 
of violating terms of release.

● Kaynan Kaliko Kobayashi-Kawelo, 
20, of Keaau with contempt of court.

● Arthur Medina, 53, of Kailua-
Kona with violating terms of release.

● Jovanni Domenden Ramos, 28, of 
Kailua-Kona with violating terms of release.

● Candace Coyazo, 35, of Hilo 
with harassment by stalking.

● Kalani Kekoa Michael Pang, 
18, of Hilo with unlawful impris-
onment and two counts of domestic 
abuse aggravated by strangulation.

● Bryson Chieto Koa Sakai-
Soto, 29, of Hilo with assault.

● Dominic D’Angelo Fujimoto, 28, 
of Hilo with contempt of court.

● Ryan Mariano, 23, of Kailua-
Kona with contempt of court.

● Joeanny Masaichy, 22, of 
Paauilo with contempt of court.

● Sidro Solomon, 28, of Ocean View 
with two counts of contempt of court.

● Shawn Lee Galigo, 47, of 
Kurtistown with violating proba-
tion and contempt of court.

● Douglas Zimmerman, 67, 
of Hilo with trespassing.

● Andrew Salvador Martinez, 39, of Hilo 
with two counts of contempt of court.

● Arnel A.J. Andres, 29, of Hilo 
with violating probation.

● John Hauanio, 33, of Hilo with violat-
ing terms of release and contempt of court.

● Vincent Peter Jenkins, 34, of 
Waimea with contempt of court.

Big Island
Report
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Citizens arrested and charged

Contempt of court typically means failing to 
comply with a judge’s order, such as paying a fine 
or appearing at a court proceeding. Failure to 
appear means not showing up in court on the date 
written on a traffic citation.

Big Island police arrested and charged the 
following individuals:

● Muncie Keenan Badon-Babas, 
36, of Hilo with harassment and 
violating terms of release.

● Ikaika McMoore Liufau, 36, of 
Waimea with violating a deferred plea.

● Bernard Anitok Abner, 19, of 
Keauhou with DUI and driving with-
out a license and insurance.

● Shannon K. Guthier, 58, of 
Kailua-Kona with harassment.

● Christian Edward Lipka, 37, no 
address listed, with contempt of court.

● Kevin Scott Bailets, 69, of 
Waimea with jaywalking, resisting 
arrest and refusing to show ID.

● Aaron A.V. Bruno, 31, of Lacey, 
Wash., with domestic abuse.

● Jessie B. Gamilo, 36, of Kurtistown with 
theft, auto theft and habitual property crime.

● Kawika Isaac N. Souza, 41, of 
Paauilo with violating probation.

● Kandance Leimomi Ann Pasa, 33, of 
Hilo with two counts of contempt of court.

● Zachariah Akanahe Kaufmann, 
23, of Waimea with DUI and two 
counts of excessive speeding.

● Earl Flores Sabate, 79. of Mountain 
View with domestic abuse.

● Alva P.P.M. Luafalemana, 29, 
of Hilo with property damage.

● Gregory Sugse, 61, of Kapaau 
with failure to appear.

● Trey Seguin, 23, of Hilo with theft 
and three counts of failure to appear.

● Vaiheremiti Kawehi Casem, 19, 
of Pahoa with DUI under 21, underage 
drinking and drinking while driving.

● Franko Asapan Rukano, 39, 
of Hilo with domestic abuse.

● Troy C. Haney, 31, of Hilo with theft.
● Justin David Kei Nohea Diaz, 37, of Hilo 

with contempt of court and failure to appear.
● Michael Stevens, 50, of Kailua-

Kona with domestic abuse aggra-
vated by strangulation.

● Matthew Donald Bray, 33, of Keaau 
with robbery, domestic abuse and two counts 
each of terroristic threatening and domes-
tic abuse aggravated by strangulation.

● Jules Hordan Ibanez, 54, of Kailua-
Kona with four counts of theft, two counts 
of unauthorized entry to a motor vehicle, 
plus harassment, disorderly conduct, prop-
erty damage and habitual property crime.

Big Island
Report

Prosecutors: Driver facing manslaughter charge a ‘serious danger to community’

Prosecutors are 
seeking to revoke 
bail for a 20-year-old 
Kailua-Kona man who 
faces a manslaughter 
charge for a fatal traf-
fic collision in 2022. 

According to the 
motion filed Sept. 18 
by Deputy Prosecutor 
Charles Murray III, 
Trevor Shoemaker-
Hassey was arrested 
Sept. 17 on suspicion 
of driving after his 
license was suspended 
for DUI and third-de-
gree promotion of a 
dangerous drug.

Shoemaker-Hassey, 
who was free on 
$75,000 bail, was pulled 
over by police near the 
Triangle Park parking 
lot on Kuakini Highway 
in Kailua-Kona after 
officers spotted him 

driving 
with “an 
unconscious 
female pas-
senger in 
his vehicle, 
who was 
later deter-
mined to be 

suffering from an over-
dose related to opiate 
use,” the motion states.

“Within the driver’s 
side door of the vehicle 
… police observed a 
syringe containing a 
brown- and amber-col-
ored liquid (consistent) 
with heroin,” accord-
ing to the document.

The motion states 
that Shoemaker-
Hassey’s “continued 
operation of a vehicle in 
defiance of his license 
suspension, as well as 
allegations of drug use 
connected to operating 
said vehicle” indicate he 
“poses a serious danger 

to the community.”
According to a 

police log, Shoemaker-
Hassey was taken into 
custody by police at 
about 6 p.m. Saturday 
and charged via bench 
warrant with vio-
lating terms of his 
bail. Prosecutors had 
sought no bail for the 
bench warrant, but 
Kona Circuit Judge 
Wendy DeWeese set 
Shoemaker-Hassey’s 
bail for the arrest war-
rant at $100,000.

Shoemaker-Hassey 
is scheduled for a hear-
ing at 9:30 a.m. Oct. 
9 before 3rd Circuit 
Chief Judge Robert Kim 
regarding the motion 
to revoke his bail.

Shoemaker-Hassey 
posted $75,000 bail on 
March 21 after being 
indicted by a Kona 
grand jury on charges 
of manslaughter, 

first-degree negligent 
homicide, DUI, DUI 
under 21, reckless 
driving, second-degree 
reckless endanger-
ing, harassment and 
promoting intoxicat-
ing compounds.

The manslaughter 
and negligent homicide 
charges are alternatives 
to be considered by a 
jury and/or judge, and 
Shoemaker-Hassey can’t 
be convicted of both.

The charges stem 
from a two-car col-
lision on July 14, 
2022, at the intersec-
tion of Mamalahoa 
Highway (Highway 
190) and Akina Place 
in North Kona that 
killed 63-year-old 
Rhonda Dee Freedman 
of Kailua-Kona.

Officers responding 
to a 9:18 p.m. call that 
evening determined 
that a white 2019 

Nissan Rogue driven 
by Shoemaker-Hassey 
was southbound on 
Mamalahoa Highway 
when he crossed over 
the double-solid yel-
low lines and struck 
Freedman’s white 2018 
Nissan Versa head-on.

Freedman was taken 
to Kona Community 
Hospital, where she 
died at 10:51 p.m.

Shoemaker-Hassey, 
then 19, and his 
17-year-old female 
passenger weren’t 
injured in the collision.

In a separate case, 
Shoemaker-Hassey 
was charged via penal 
summons in May for 
driving under the influ-
ence of drugs on Dec. 
1, 2022, according to 
court records. He’s 
scheduled for arraign-
ment and plea Oct. 16 
in Kona District Court.

Shoemaker-Hassey’s 

license was sus-
pended for a year 
on Dec. 1, 2022.

In addition, on July 
19, 2023, Shoemaker-
Hassey was arrested on 
suspicion of DUI after 
an officer reportedly 
witnessed him swerve 
on Queen Kaahumanu 
Highway in Kailua-
Kona just north of 
Nani Kailua Drive.

He also was 
booked on suspicion 
of driving with a sus-
pended license and 
without insurance.

Those charges are 
still under investi-
gation and haven’t 
yet been filed.

As of Tuesday, 
Shoemaker-Hassey 
remained in custody 
at Hawaii Community 
Correctional Center.

Email John Burnett 
at jburnett@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com.

By JOHN BURNETT
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

SHOEMAKER-
HASSEY

13-year-old Hilo girl missing
Police are seeking the public’s help to 

locate a missing 13-year-old Hilo girl.
Destinee Mamone was last 

seen at about 1 a.m. Sunday 
on the 1000 block of Kaumana 
Drive in Hilo, wearing a white 
long-sleeved T-shirt and shorts.

Mamone was initially reported 
as a runaway but due to her age, 
she is considered endangered.

Anyone with information 
that can assist in safely locating Destinee 
Mamone is asked to call 911 or the police 
nonemergency number at (808) 935-3311.

Those who prefer anonymity may call 
Crime Stoppers at (808) 961-8300.

MAMONE

PARCEL From the front page

maintaining the land after its 
acquisition. To this end, the MFA 
has submitted a stewardship plan 
to the county envisioning how the 
land’s resources can be protected.

The property currently is 
owned by the Henry J. Correa 
Trust, which submitted written 
testimony to a County Council 
committee meeting Tuesday 
acknowledging that it is “will-
ing to have a conversation about 
selling” the land. According to 
real property tax records, the 
value of the parcel has hovered 
between $1.5 million and $1.9 
million between 2005 and 2021.

Hamakua Councilwoman 
Heather Kimball, who introduced 
a resolution at Tuesday’s meet-
ing of the council’s Legislative 
Approvals and Acquisitions 
Committee authorizing the coun-
ty finance director to proceed 
with acquiring the parcel, called 
the land “a truly magical place,” 
and thanked Pepeekeo residents 
for supporting its preservation.

MFA President Blake 

McNaughton said shoreline 
access in Pepeekeo has degraded 
over the last 20 years, with only 
about 20% of the shoreline being 
kept in a walkable condition, 
despite public access easements.

“This community envisions 
a vibrant shoreline that is man-
aged as a shared resource,” 
McNaughton explained in 
written testimony. “Residents 
would be able to walk the 
paths again … lawai‘a would 
be able to harvest its waters 
and manage their resources to 
provide … enough fish for the 
community to sustain itself.

“The management of this 
area could not fall to a bet-
ter community-based effort 
of old and new residents,” 
McNaughton concluded.

Other residents echoed 
McNaughton, urging the 
county to acquire the land.

“I connect with this special 
place because I come from a 
family of fishermen and wom-
en,” wrote North Hilo resident 

and county Recreation Director 
Lauren Kamei. “I hear about 
wonderful stories during plan-
tation days where they would 
go to these shoreline places and 
feed their families. Now these 
places have been purchased by 
private land owners and have 
cut off our communities from 
these practices and lifestyle.”

“Today, our shoreline is a 
precious commodity as many 
developers want to build on it, 
then sell it to the highest bidder,” 
wrote Pepeekeo resident Wanda 
Louis. “Our shoreline needs pro-
tecting so that generations can 
share in the building of family 
values, not to mention endless 
memories they will have. … Our 
shoreline is one of the last natural 
assets that feeds our family.”

The committee on Tuesday 
unanimously voted to rec-
ommend that the full council 
pass Kimball’s resolution.

Email Michael Brestovansky 
at mbrestovansky@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com.
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least 98 people died in the Aug. 8 
blaze and more than a dozen are 
missing. The first phase of the 
plan to reopen Maui to tourists 
begins Sunday, the two-month 
anniversary of the disaster.

Though many residents 
say they are not ready, oth-
ers say they need tourism so 
they can work in hotels and 
restaurants to earn a living.

“We are not mentally nor 
emotionally ready to welcome 
and serve our visitors. Not yet,” 
restaurant bartender Pa‘ele 
Kiakona said at a news con-
ference before several dozen 
people delivered the petition. 
“Our grief is still fresh and 
our losses too profound.”

Tamara Paltin, who represents 
Lahaina on the Maui County 
Council, said two months may 
seem like a long time, but she 
noted Lahaina residents didn’t 
have reliable cell phone service or 
internet for the first month after 
the fire and have been coping 
with uncertain housing. She said 
many people, including herself, 
can’t sleep through the night.

Paltin urged the governor 
to decide on when to reopen 
after consulting residents in an 
“open and transparent way.”

Several dozen residents, 
dressed in red T-shirts, went 
to Green’s koa-wood paneled 
executive chambers to deliv-
er the signatures in person. 
Green was not in his office, 
so his director of constituent 
services, Bonnelley Pa’uulu, 
accepted the box on his behalf.

Green told the Hawaii 
News Now interview program 
“Spotlight Now” shortly afterward 
that he was “utterly sympathet-
ic” to people’s suffering. But 
he said more than 8,000 people 
have lost their jobs due to the 
fire and getting people back to 

work was part of recovering.
“It’s my job as governor to sup-

port them, to be thoughtful about 
all people and to make sure Maui 
survives, because people will oth-
erwise go bankrupt and have to 
leave the island, have to move out 
of Maui,” he said. “Local people 
— these are middle-class people 
that lived in Lahaina — will have 
to leave if they don’t have jobs.”

Maui, which is famous 
around the world for its 
beaches and waterfalls, is 
among the most tourism-de-
pendent islands in Hawaii.

The number of visitors plum-
meted 70% in the weeks after 
the fire when Green and tourism 
officials discouraged “non-es-
sential travel” to the island. 
University of Hawaii economists 
estimate unemployment will 
top 10% on Maui, compared 
to 2.5% in July. The resulting 
economic downturn is expected 
to depress state tax revenues.

A few weeks after the fire, 
the tourism industry began urg-
ing travelers to respectfully 
visit parts of Maui unaffected 
by the blaze, like Wailea and 
Makena. Then last month Green 
announced that West Maui — a 
long expanse of coastline encom-
passing Lahaina and hotels and 
condos to its north — would 
reopen to tourists on Oct. 8.

Maui Mayor Richard Bissen 
last week narrowed the geograph-
ic scope of this plan, saying that 
only the northernmost section of 
West Maui — a 3-mile (5-kilo-
meter) stretch including the Ritz-
Carlton Kapalua — would resume 
taking tourists. The rest of the 
region, where most of Lahaina’s 
evacuees are staying, would 
reopen at a later, unspecified date.

The first phase to be reopened 
under the mayor’s plan — from 
Kapalua to the Kahana Villa 

— is 7 to 10 miles (11 to 16 
kilometers) and a 15- to 20-min-
ute drive north of the area that 
burned. Bissen said second 
and third phases, both covering 
zones closer to the burned parts 
of Lahaina, would reopen after 
officials assess earlier phases.

Green said only one or two 
hotels would reopen on Sunday, 
calling it a “gentle start.”

Restaurant bartender Kiakona 
said he’s among those not ready 
to go back to work. He said he 
doesn’t want to constantly be 
asked if he lost his home and 
to have “somebody consistently 
reminding you of the disaster 
that you just went through.”

Green said people who 
aren’t ready to go back to 
work won’t need to. He said 
they would continue to receive 
benefits and housing.

“But what I say to them is 
think of your neighbor or think 
of the business next door to 
you,” Green said. “Or think 
of the impact of having only, 
say, 40% of the travelers that 
we normally have to Maui.”

The governor said a lack of 
tourism would make it harder 
for the state to rebuild the ele-
mentary school that burned in 
the fire and provide residents 
with healthcare coverage.

Charles Nahale, a musician 
who lost all his gigs singing 
and playing the ukulele and 
guitar for tourists, recount-
ed recently seeing tourists at 
a restaurant a few miles from 
the burn zone. They appeared 
oblivious and unsympathetic to 
those around them, he said.

“This is not a normal tourist 
destination like it was prior to the 
fire,” he said by telephone from 
Lahaina. “You shouldn’t be there 
expecting people to serve you 
your mai tais and your food.”
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hawaiivisionspecialists.com

Tired of waiting for cataract surgery on-island?
Have you been referred to Oahu for surgery?

At Hawaii Vision Specialists, we understand the importance of clear vision and can 
help you see the beauty of our island again. We offer prompt consultations and a 
range of cataract surgery options, all performed right here on-island at our specialty 
surgery center in Hilo.

We offer a range of options for you:
• Traditional Cataract Surgery: Affordable and effective.
• Premium Lens Implants: Enhance your vision beyond glasses.
•  Laser Cataract Surgery: State-of-the-art precision for exceptional results.
•  Combination Cataract and Glaucoma Surgery: Doing two procedures at the same 

time (when needed) to address two conditions reduces the need to be on eyedrops 
to treat glaucoma and helps you see better with cataract surgery.

Don’t wait to see the world clearly again!
Call 808-333-3233 today to schedule your consultation.

See Clearly,
Live Vibrantly
Cataract Surgery
Here on Island!

T 808.333.3233 • F 808.315.7663

MIKl’ALA SOUZA, OD
Ocular Disease Specialist 

DAN DRISCOLL, MD 
Ophthalmic Surgeon

392 Kapiolani St.
Hilo, HI 96720
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Trump accepts nomination
Presidential hopeful offers dramatic 
account of the assassination attempt

New York Times

Former President Donald Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, speaks Thursday about the shoot-
ing last Saturday on the fourth and final night of the Republican National Convention at the Fiserv Forum 
in Milwaukee.

MILWAUKEE/
REHOBOTH BEACH, 
Delaware — Donald 
Trump described on 
Thursday how he 
narrowly survived an 
attempt on his life, 
telling a rapt audi-
ence at the Republican 
National Convention in 
his first speech since 
the attack that he was 
only there “by the grace 
of Almighty God.”

“I heard a loud 
whizzing sound and 
felt something hit me 
really, really hard on 
my right ear,” he said in 
Milwaukee, a thick ban-
dage still covering his 
ear. “I said to myself, 

‘Wow, what was that? It 
can only be a bullet.”

When he told the 
crowd that he was “not 
supposed to be here,” 
the delegates chanted 
back, “Yes you are!” 
With photos of a blood-
ied Trump showing on 
screens behind him, 
Trump praised the 
Secret Service agents 
that rushed to his side 
and paid tribute to the 
volunteer firefighter 
who was killed, Corey 
Comperatore, kiss-
ing his fire helmet.

The former presi-
dent struck an unusu-
ally conciliatory tone 
during the speech’s 
opening moments, 
when he formally 
accepted the party’s 

Is Joe Biden ready to leave the race?

WASHINGTON — Several 
people close to President Joe 

Biden said Thursday that they 
believe he has begun to accept 
the idea that he may not be 
able to win in November 
and may have to drop out 
of the race, bowing to the 
growing demands of many 

anxious members 
of his party.

One of the 
people close to 
him warned that 
the president had 
not yet made up 
his mind to leave 
the race after three weeks of 
insisting that almost nothing 
would drive him out. But 

another said 
that “reality is 
setting in,” and 
that it would not 
be a surprise if 
Biden made an 
announcement 
soon endors-

ing Vice President Kamala 
Harris as his replacement.

Some people in Biden’s 

camp have told Democratic 
allies that the president’s 
resolve to stay in the race has 
been most shaken by three 
developments: The decision 
by Rep. Nancy Pelosi, the 
former speaker, to weigh in 
so strongly, new state polls 
showing that his path to an 

PELOSI RASKIN

JAMM AQUINO/Honolulu Star-Advertiser

The NATO flag is shown on the dock as German Navy sailor Martin Kubell dis-
embarks the FGS Frankfurt Am Main during a tour of RIMPAC’s participating 
ships, on July 3 at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu.

NATO protection for 
Hawaii is not clear-cut

In response to recent prodding by 
congressional lawmakers on wheth-
er NATO’s mutual defense treaty 
applies to Hawaii and whether it can 

be amended to explicitly include 
it, the U.S. State Department has 
responded with a partial answer. A 
senior State Department official said 
the agency believes that U.S. allies 

Husband of crash victim sues 
other driver, blasts plea offer

The family of a 
woman who was killed 
in a North Kona traffic 
crash two years ago 
is suing the driver of 
the other car, his par-
ents and a car rental 
company, seeking 
more than $14 mil-
lion in damages.

The wrongful 
death civil suit was 
filed June 27 in Kona 
Circuit Court by 
Steven Freedman, the 
husband of Rhonda 
Dee Freedman, who 
died at 63 shortly after 
the July 14, 2022, 
collision at the inter-
section of Mamalahoa 
Highway (Route 190) 
and Kahikina Place.

Also 
listed as 
plaintiffs 
are the 
couple’s 
adult chil-
dren: Max 
Kahikina 
Freedman, 
Alanah 
Molly 
Keiki 
Wahine O 
Kahikina 
Freedman 
and Lou 
Kaainoa 
Freedman.

Named as a 
defendant is Trevor 
Shoemaker-Hassey, 
the then-19-year-old 
driver of the white 
2019 Nissan Rogue 
police say crossed a 

double-solid yellow 
line and struck head-
on the 2018 Nissan 
Versa driven by 
Rhonda Freedman.

Co-defendants 
in the suit are 
Shoemaker-Hassey’s 
mother, Iayon 
Shoemaker; his father, 
Robert T. Hassey; 
and Enterprise Rent-
A-Car Company of 
Hawaii — which, 
according to the suit, 
leased the Nissan to 
Iayon Shoemaker.

The complaint 
alleges Shoemaker-
Hassey drove “reck-
lessly and/or negli-
gently,” causing the 
collision with Rhonda 
Freedman’s vehicle. 
It further claims that 
“Shoemaker negligent-
ly and/or recklessly 
entrusted the leased 

FREEDMAN

SHOEMAKER-
HASSEY

See TRUMP Page A8

People close to president say he 
appears to accept he may have to

See BIDEN Page A7

By MICHAEL D. SHEAR, 
PETER BAKER and 

KATIE ROGERS
NYTimes News Service

By NATHAN LAYNE, 
JOSEPH AX and 

JEFF MASON
Reuters

By KEVIN KNODELL
Honolulu Star-Advertiser

See NATO Page A8

2022 collision killed Rhonda 
Freedman in North Kona

By JOHN BURNETT
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

See SUE Page A8
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vehicle to her son … 
with the knowledge that 
defendant Shoemaker-
Hassey was a careless 
and reckless driver and 
posed a serious risk of 
harm to the operators of 
other vehicles,” includ-
ing Rhonda Freedman.

Steven Freedman 
said in his complaint 
that he and his family 
have been deprived 
of “life-long love 
and affection” due 
to his wife’s death.

Shoemaker-Hassey 
faces charges of man-
slaughter, first-degree 
negligent homicide, 
driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol, pro-
moting reckless driving, 
second-degree reckless 
endangering and harass-
ment for the fatal crash.

He can’t be convicted 
of both manslaughter 
and negligent homi-
cide, because the latter 
is a lesser offense.

Since the fatal crash, 

Shoemaker-Hassey — 
then free on $75,000 
bail — was arrested in 
Kailua-Kona on July 
19, 2023, on suspicion 
of DUI, driving after 
his license was sus-
pended for DUI and 
without insurance.

He was released 
from custody pending 
further investigation, 
and those charges 
haven’t been filed.

In addition, 
Shoemaker-Hassey 
was arrested on Sept. 
17, 2023, on suspi-
cion of driving after 
his license was sus-
pended for DUI and 
third-degree promotion 
of a dangerous drug.

According to a 
motion to revoke his 
bail filed in October 
2023 by prosecutors, 
Shoemaker-Hassey 
was pulled over by 
police near the Triangle 
Park parking lot on 
Kuakini Highway in 

Kailua-Kona after offi-
cers spotted him driving 
with “an unconscious 
female passenger in his 
vehicle, who was later 
determined to be suf-
fering from an overdose 
related to opiate use.”

The motion stat-
ed that Shoemaker-
Hassey’s “continued 
operation of a vehicle in 
defiance of his license 
suspension, as well as 
allegations of drug use 
connected to operating 
said vehicle” indicate he 
“poses a serious danger 
to the community.”

No charges were 
filed in that case, but 
Shoemaker-Hassey’s 
bail was raised to 
$175,000, and he 
remains in custody at 
Hawaii Community 
Correctional Center.

Recently retired 
Third Circuit Chief 
Judge Robert Kim in 
April denied a motion to 
free Shoemaker-Hassey 

on supervised release — 
a form of cashless bail 
— or to reduce his bail.

Also since the colli-
sion, Shoemaker-Hassey 
was cited or arrested for 
the following offenses, 
and later convicted: 
using electronic mobile 
device while driving 
on Oct. 12, 2022; 
speeding, 69 mph in a 
55 mph zone on Oct. 
23, 2022; inattention 
to driving, driving left 
of center and disre-
garding a solid white 
line on Oct. 27, 2022; 
and reckless driving 
and disregarding solid 
white and solid yellow 
lines on Dec. 1, 2022.

Shoemaker-Hassey 
has a trial scheduled 
for Sept. 3 in the fatal 
crash case, and a hear-
ing on pre-trial motions 
set for Aug. 12.

A plea deal has 
been extended by 
prosecutors, in which 
Shoemaker-Hassey 

would plead guilty or no 
contest to manslaughter 
and second-degree reck-
less endangering and 
the remaining counts 
would be dismissed.

The state also would 
not oppose Shoemaker-
Hassey being sen-
tenced as a young adult 
defendant, in which 
the maximum sentence 
for a Class A felony 
manslaughter convic-
tion would be eight 
years imprisonment. 
Manslaughter usually 
carries a maximum 
sentence of 20 years.

Shoemaker-Hassey 
and his attorney, Jason 
Kwiat, have been giv-
en until July 31 to 
accept the plea deal or 
make a counter-offer.

The offer doesn’t 
sit well with Steve 
Freedman, who sent a 
scathing email to coun-
ty Prosecutor Kelden 
Waltjen and several 
deputies, including 

Charles Murray III, the 
prosecutor assigned to 
Shoemaker-Hassey’s 
criminal case.

“I have experi-
ence(d) first-hand 
all the proceedings 
…,” Freedman wrote. 
“Never once was there 
a thought about our 
family, it was always 
how you can accom-
modate the criminal.

“… We seek justice, 
accountability, truth. 
Your offer is not that. 
Trevor has a record 
that positions him to 
be an endangerment as 
evidenced in Rhonda’s 
senseless death. The 
laws should provide for 
protection for all inno-
cent law abiding people, 
not (protecting) the ones 
that commit offenses, 
break laws and are irre-
sponsible, rendering 
themselves reckless.”

Email John Burnett 
at jburnett@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com.-
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Pauahi Street closed 
for part of next week

Pauahi Street in Hilo from Aupuni Street 
to Kamehameha Avenue will be closed 
Monday, July 22, to Thursday, July 26.

The road will be closed between 
8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.

This closure is necessary to safely facili-
tate the removal of the existing bridge deck 
using a heavy equipment crane, accord-
ing to a Hawaii County press release.

During the closure, motorists are 
advised to use Manono Street or 
Ponahawai Street as alternative routes to 
access the back side of Pauahi Street.

County clerk: Lee Loy 
can vote in District 2

County Clerk Jon Henricks denied a chal-
lenge to County Councilwoman Sue Lee Loy’s 
registration to vote in State House District 2.

Henricks sent a letter on July 11 inform-
ing petitioner Bridgit Bales — the sister of 
Sue Lee Loy’s estranged husband, Ian Lee 
Loy — that his decision was “based upon 
a review of the law and the preponderance 
of evidence in favor of Ms. Lee Loy.”

Sue Lee Loy is on the ballot in the 
Democratic Primary Election for the House 
District 2 seat held by Rep. Richard Onishi, 
who pulled nomination papers for a sev-
enth term, but didn’t file them. She’ll face 
Tanya Yamanaka Aynessazian, another 
recent arrival in District 2 in the primary.

Lee Loy is term-limited and 
can’t seek reelection to her Hawaii 
County Council District 3 seat.

Bales, who maintains Lee Loy’s primary res-
idence is 498 Auwae Road in Panaewa — which 
is in House District 3 — also sought to have 
Lee Loy disqualified from running for office 
in House District 2, but state Elections Officer 
Scott Nago decided in favor of Lee Loy, as well.

Bales has appealed Nago’s decision, 
and Henricks notified Bales she also 
has the right to appeal his decision.

Police arrest 20 for DUI
During the week of July 8-14, Hawaii 

Island police arrested 20 motorists for DUI. 
Four of the drivers were involved in a traf-
fic accident. None were younger than 21.

The numbers of arrests by district were: 
Kona, eight; Hilo, four; Puna and South Kohala, 
three each; Ka‘u and North Hilo, one each.

So far this year, there have been 525 DUI 
arrests compared to 526 during the same 
period last year, a decrease of 0.2%.

There were 533 major crashes so far 
this year compared to 455 during the same 
time last year, an increase of 17.1%.

To date, there have been 20 official 
traffic fatalities compared to 10 at this 
time last year, an increase of 100%.

DUI roadblocks and patrols will con-
tinue islandwide, police said.

NWS: Minor coastal 
flooding possible

The National Weather Service in Honolulu 
on Thursday issued a Coastal Flood Statement 
for Hawaii Island through Sunday afternoon.

“Peak high tides associated with the lunar 
cycle and water levels that are running high-
er than predicted will lead to minor coastal 
flooding along shorelines and low-lying coast-
al areas through the weekend,” according to 
the statement. “Coastal flooding will coincide 
with the daily peak tide each afternoon.”

Those who live on the coastline are advised 
to move electronics, vehicles and other valu-
ables to higher ground and secure canoes 
or other watercraft stowed on beaches.

■ Local news in brief

likely would respond if Hawaii 
was attacked, but that any chance 
of explicitly amending the trea-
ty to include it or other U.S. 
Pacific territories is not likely.

The 1949 North Atlantic Treaty 
was written a decade before 
Hawaii became a state. Article 5 
of the treaty states that an attack 
on any one NATO member is con-
sidered an attack on all members. 
But the provision is limited by 
Article 6, which state that Article 
5 applies to attacks on territories 
or forces in North America and 
Europe and the North Atlantic 
north of the Tropic of Cancer.

In May U.S. Rep. Ed Case 
wrote to Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken telling him, “This 
exclusion is a historical anachro-
nism. There is a reasonable level 
of concern that at least some of 
our NATO allies might not con-
sider Article 5 invoked if we are 
attacked in the Indo-Pacific.”

Last week as the NATO 
Summit began in Washington, 
D.C., a bipartisan group of 12 
senators wrote that “Allies and 
adversaries alike must under-
stand now, before potential 
hostilities erupt, that an attack 
against Hawaii will be seen as an 
attack on NATO,” the lawmak-
ers wrote. “Silence on whether 
NATO allies would come to 
the defense of Hawaii under-
mines our strategy of deterring 
conflict in the Indo-Pacific.”

On Monday, Principal Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of the Bureau 
of Legislative Affairs Philip 
Laidlaw responded to Case, tell-
ing the Hawaii congressman, 
“Let me assure you in the words 
of Secretary Blinken that any 
attack on the United States or 
its territories, even if outside of 
the geographic scope of Article 
5, would almost certainly draw 
Allied reaction, including the 
consultation procedures under 
Article 4 of the Treaty. This 
includes Hawaii, Guam, Puerto 
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
American Samoa, and any other 
U.S. Indo- Pacific locations.”

However, Laidlaw conceded 
that Article 6’s language explicit-
ly defines NATO’s area as allied 
territory in North America and 
Europe, and islands under allied 
jurisdiction in the North Atlantic 
area north of the Tropic of Cancer 
and that “an amendment to the 
Treaty to cover Hawaii and/
or U.S. territory outside of the 
North Atlantic area would be 
unlikely to gain agreement by 
consensus within the Alliance 
as the United States is not the 
only Ally with territory out-
side this defined Treaty area.”

Laidlaw’s response to Case 
noted that the so called “Indo-
Pacific four” countries of 
Australia, Japan, New Zealand 
and South Korea — non-NA-
TO members who are consid-
ered closely aligned with the 
alliance — participated in the 

NATO Summit last week.
Beyond NATO, in the Pacific 

the United States already has 
bilateral mutual defense trea-
ties with the Philippines, South 
Korea, Japan and a multilateral 
defense pact with Australia and 
the New Zealand that would 
require them to assist America 
in the event of an attack — as 
well as for America to assist 
them. Lately, tensions have 
boiled between the Philippines 
and China in a bitter dispute 
over maritime territorial rights.

“It is encouraging to hear that 
the Department of State believes 
NATO allies would generally 
support our country if Hawaii 
was attacked,” Case said in a 
statement. “While I appreciate the 
Department of State’s response, 
it is clear more needs to be done 
on this issue. These assurances 
are helpful while we continue to 
pursue possible next steps, includ-
ing communication directly with 
NATO and legislative action.”

This isn’t the first time Hawaii’s 
exclusion from the NATO treaty 
has been raised by lawmakers. 
Just six years after Hawaii became 
a state, then-U.S. Sen. Daniel 
Inouye wrote to then-Secretary of 
State Dean Rusk asking wheth-
er Hawaii would be covered 
by the treaty’s Article 5. Rusk 
responded that “the absence of 
formal guarantees for Hawaii 
under the North Atlantic Treaty 
is obviously but a technicality.”
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presidential nomination.
“I am running to 

be president for all of 
America, not half of 
America, because there is 
no victory in winning for 
half of America,” he said, 
in a marked shift in tenor 
for the typically belli-
cose former president.

But he swiftly pivoted 
to well-worn attacks on 
the Biden administra-
tion, which he said was 
“destroying” the country. 
He claimed without evi-
dence that his criminal 
indictments are part of a 
Democratic conspiracy, 
warned that Biden would 
usher in “World War 
Three” and described an 
“invasion” of migrants 
over the southern border.

As he has done 
throughout his political 
career, Trump argued 
that only he can save 
a dwindling nation 
from certain doom.

The speech capped 
a four-day event in 
which he was greeted 
with adulation by a 
party that now appears 
entirely in his thrall.

The convention’s 
program of speakers 

reflected the nominee’s 
background as a reali-
ty television star - the 
primetime list featured 
mixed martial arts exec-
utive Dana White, the 
rapper and singer Kid 
Rock and the pro wres-
tler Hulk Hogan, who 
fired up the crowd by 
tearing his top off to 
reveal a sleeveless red 
Trump campaign shirt.

His entrance was 
befitting of a TV star 

or a pro wrestler — a 
screen lifted slowly to 
reveal Trump stand-
ing in front of mas-
sive lights arranged to 
spell out his last name 
before an image of the 
White House was pro-
jected behind him.

Trump’s opponent 
in the Nov. 5 election, 
meanwhile, Democratic 
President Joe Biden, was 
“soul searching” about 
whether to drop out of 

the race entirely, one 
source said, after senior 
party figures, congres-
sional allies and major 
donors warned him he 
could not win following 
a halting debate per-
formance on June 27.

Biden, 81, was iso-
lating at his Delaware 
home after contracting 
COVID-19. His doctor 
said he was experienc-
ing mild symptoms.

Before Trump was 
due to take the stage 
for his keynote address, 
the convention paused 
to welcome his wife, 
Melania Trump, who 
has rarely been seen 
during the campaign. 
She entered the arena 
to classical music and 
waved to the crowd from 
a box next to Trump’s 
vice presidential pick, 
Senator J.D. Vance.

Vance, at 39 half 
Trump’s age, is widely 
seen as the ideolog-
ical heir to Trump’s 
Make American 
Great Movement.

“J.D., you’re gon-
na be doing this for 
a long time,” Trump 
said. “Enjoy the ride.”

New York Times

Former President Donald Trump kisses the firefight-
ing gear of Corey Comperatore, who was killed at 
the rally on Saturday, as he speaks Thursday at the 
Republican National Convention in Milwaukee.
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